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An Adoption Perspective
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What are children bringing to 
their adoptive homes?
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Write one way that makes adoptive 
parenting different from biological 
parenting on each strip of paper.

Are the issues of parenting a 
child by birth just like those of 
parenting a child by adoption?
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Stress Factor One
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Stress Factor Two

• When adoptive parents do not 
cope well with the issues of 
adoption.
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Adoptive Parents’ Responses to 
Challenge of Adoption
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More Stress Factors…
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Yes, still more stress factors …
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Let’s take a break
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Adoption Issues
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Post Adoption Services: 
What Do Families Say They Need?

Special Needs or Conditions Identified by Parents

• Behavior problems - 51%

• Learning Disabilities – 47%

• Emotional Disturbance – 35%

• Developmental Delays – 32%

• Chronic medical problems –18%

• Mental or Physical handicap – 15%

Contrast this with bio families. They report 8% behavior 
problems and 5% emotional disturbance.
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What do parents say is one of their 
greatest needs for post-final 

services?
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Components of 
Post Adoption Services
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Components of 
Post Adoption Services
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Let’s break for lunch
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
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• First Name
• Last Name
• Maiden Name
• Alias
• Social Security 

Number

• Address
• Telephone Number
• Place of 

Employment
• Number used for 

State Dept. of 
Education MIS
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MAKING THE DECISION TO SEARCH

WHY SEARCH?

• Need medical info
• Finding someone 

that looks like them
• Still need more 

information
• In the middle of a 

life transition
• A need to connect
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MAKING THE DECISION TO SEARCH
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Communicating to Adoptive 
Parents About the Search
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If a Young Adult Faces a History of 
Abuse or Neglect
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Putting It All Together: The 
Journey After Adoption


