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Pre-Finalization Services
Tier I Assessor Training

Ohio Child Welfare Training Program
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Agenda

� Introductions
� Why are Services Critical?
� Attachment
� Normal Stages of Adjustment
� Barriers to Adjustment
� The Caseworker’s Role
� Disruption
� Conclusion
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GOALS OF PRE-
FINALIZATION SERVICES

•ATTACHMENT COACHING

•PREP FOR SHORT/LONG TERM CHALLENGES

•CRISIS PREVENTION

•CRISIS INTERVENTION

•REFERRAL INFORMATION

•EDUCATION ABOUT STRESSES/CHANGES

•HELP FAMILY PREPARE/ ADJUST/MANAGE CHANGES

•DEVELOPMENT OF ENTITLEMENT
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ATTACHMENT IS…...

“An affectionate bond between 
two individuals that endures 
through time and space and 
serves to join them 
emotionally.”
Kennel, et. Al., 1976
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WHAT

ABOUT

CULTURE?

6

Claiming is...
…the process of 
assimilating the 
child into the 
family and 
assisting the child 
in feeling a sense 
of “belonging”
to the family.
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Adoption begins a process 
of change for the adopted 

child and the entire 
adoptive family.”
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When a child is 
added to the 
family “mobile”, 
a period of
imbalance occurs.
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Dating/ Getting acquainted

Honeymoon/ Anticipation

Ambivalence/ Resistance

Reciprocal Interaction/ 
Accommodation

Bond Solidification/ 
Re-stabilization



Handout 1a

Pre-Finalization Services, 2009 4

10

Barriers to Adjustment
The Child’s Perspective

1) Unfinished Business-Dealing with

Separation & Loss 

11

Ambiguous LossAmbiguous Loss

Refers to a feeling of grief 
or distress combined with 
confusion about the lost 
person or relationship

o When person is physically present, 
but emotionally absent

o When a person is physically absent, 
but emotionally present

12

Barriers to Adjustment
The Child’s Perspective

1) Unfinished Business-Dealing with 

Separation & Loss

2) Lack of Preparation

3) Attachment Problems

4) Cultural Issues
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1) Unmet Needs and Expectations 
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1) Unmet Needs and Expectations

2) Marital Problems

3) Incomplete Resolution of Loss within 
the Parents’ Own Lives

4) Cultural Issues

5) Lack of Parental Preparation

6) Sibling Conflicts

18

Pre-Finalization Service Provision

•Community Resources
•Home Visits
•Crisis Prevention Services



Handout 1a

Pre-Finalization Services, 2009 7

19

Using Community Resources…..

•Model skills necessary to access services
•Normalize the use of services
•Empower the parents
•Access services with culture and community

20

Pre-Finalization Service Provision

•Community Resources
•Home Visits
•Crisis Prevention Services

21

Objectives of Home Visits

•Develop/strengthen collaborative relationship
•Review child and family’s adjustment
•Help parents’ respond to child
•Identify/assess problems and concerns
•Help parents learn to talk with child about past
•Provide positive feedback
•Provide timely info on process, services/supports
•Observe family’s interactions/progress in the
attachment process

•Re-assess parents’ expectations for selves and chil d
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Pre-Finalization Service Provision

•Community Resources
•Home Visits
•Crisis Prevention Services
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Infants- 1.9% Special Needs- 10-15%
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Total- 1-2% of all adoptions
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Emotional Stages of Emotional Stages of 
Placement BreakdownPlacement Breakdown
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EMOTIONAL STAGES OF EMOTIONAL STAGES OF 
PLACEMENT BREAKDOWNPLACEMENT BREAKDOWN

DenialDenial

Parents ignore early predictions, or Parents ignore early predictions, or 
unconsciously overlook the severity and unconsciously overlook the severity and 

duration of the difficulties the child is duration of the difficulties the child is 
experiencing in school, neighborhood and experiencing in school, neighborhood and 

family.family.
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EMOTIONAL STAGES OF EMOTIONAL STAGES OF 
PLACEMENT BREAKDOWNPLACEMENT BREAKDOWN

Frustration and AngerFrustration and Anger

These are emotions that well up:These are emotions that well up:

�� When oneWhen one ’’s efforts are thwarted, s efforts are thwarted, 
�� When oneWhen one ’’s presence is resented,s presence is resented,
�� When oneWhen one ’’s opinions and values are ridiculed s opinions and values are ridiculed 
�� When oneWhen one ’’s energies are exasperated!s energies are exasperated!
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EMOTIONAL STAGES OF EMOTIONAL STAGES OF 
PLACEMENT BREAKDOWNPLACEMENT BREAKDOWN
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EMOTIONAL STAGES OF EMOTIONAL STAGES OF 
PLACEMENT BREAKDOWNPLACEMENT BREAKDOWN

GUILTGUILT

About what would About what would 
parents feel guilty?parents feel guilty?
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BE PART OF THE SOLUTION, 
NOT THE PROBLEM!



Handout 1a

Pre-Finalization Services, 2009 13

37

>
9
<���;�=8�?���
?0��<;A�:�?�?
<�
:

��A>@���;A��A>
��8�;==
==0
A��;A>
?
9�
���A:�?0;���A����8���8
?=

>
=�BA�;A>��0�<
0
A��;A�
�A�
?9
A���A���<;A

38

When to hold ‘em,
Know when to fold ‘em

You gotta know….

Know when to walk 
away, and 
Know when to run!
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Your Intervention Plan…
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What will you
take back to the 
field from class 
today??


